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From master storyteller and historian H. W. Brands, twice afinalist for the Pulitzer Prize, comesthe
riveting story of how President Harry Truman and General Douglas MacArthur squared off to decide
America' sfuturein the aftermath of World War 11.

At the height of the Korean War, President Harry S. Truman committed a gaffe that sent shock waves around
the world. When asked by a reporter about the possible use of atomic weapons in response to Chinas entry
into the war, Truman replied testily, "The military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the
weapons, as he always has." This suggested that General Douglas MacArthur, the willful, fearless, and
highly decorated commander of the American and U.N. forces, had his finger on the nuclear trigger. A
correction quickly followed, but the damage was done; two visions for America's path forward were clearly
in opposition, and one man would have to make way.

Truman was one of the most unpopular presidents in American history. Heir to a struggling economy, a
ruined Europe, and increasing tension with the Soviet Union, on no issue was the path ahead clear and easy.
General MacArthur, by contrast, was incredibly popular, as untouchable as any officer has ever been in
America. The lessons he drew from World War |1 were absolute: appeasement leads to disaster and a
showdown with the communists was inevitabl e--the sooner the better. In the nuclear era, when the Soviets,
too, had the bomb, the specter of a catastrophic third World War lurked menacingly close on the horizon.

The contest of wills between these two titanic characters unfolds against the turbulent backdrop of a
faraway war and terrors conjured at home by Joseph McCarthy. From the drama of Stalin's blockade of West
Berlin to the daring landing of MacArthur's forces at Inchon to the shocking entrance of Chinainto the war,
The General and the President vividly evokes the making of a new American era.
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From reader reviews:
Sally Rose:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink
of Nuclear War. Try to face the book The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of
Nuclear War as your good friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Larry Turner:

Now aday folks who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Genera vs. the President: MacArthur
and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the datain this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Joaquin Bedard:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of
Nuclear War this e-book consist alot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Thisiswhy
this book appropriate all of you.

Catherine Gates:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The General vs. the President: MacArthur and
Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional



case, beside science guide, any other book likes The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the
Brink of Nuclear War to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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