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An absorbing travel book, a meditation on geology, photography, Romanesque art and the romance of
physical decline, The Slow Breath of Stone throws amirror on Europe of the Middle Ages and its hold on us
today.

In the years following the devastations of the first world war, a brilliant, young American couple, Kingsley
and Lucy Porter, travelled to south-west France to document the abbeys and basilicas of the Romanesque
period. Their extraordinary photographs revealed some of the most feverishly inventive stonescapesin
Europe, stories chiselled from the Bible and nightmares: rams playing harps and devils eating men's brains; a
female centaur pulling amermaid's hair; women suckling snakes at their breasts. For the Porters, these were
images of an imagined world that unlocked secrets of the eleventh century but, menacingly, cast adark
shadow over their marriage.

In The Slow Breath of Stone, Pamela Petro rents a car and, using the Porter's photographs and Lucy's journal
as her map, retraces their journey through the wild landscapes of the Rouergue. She visits the beautiful and
disturbing scul ptures of monsters and animals devouring prey that adorn the cathedral s of Cahors and
Carcassonne, and she explores alimestone quarry from where these great slabs of stone were hewn a
thousand years ago. She walks the routes of pilgrimages, testaments to the tenacity of human hope, meeting
people along the way and savouring the local food and wine. Above all, she journeys deep into the strange
relationship of the sexually incompatible Lucy and Kingdey, following them to Donegal where their
marriage was to end tragically and mysteriously on the cliffs of Inishbofin.
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From reader reviews:
Erma Carver:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
guestion since just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that The Slow Breath of Stone: A
Romanesque Love Story to read.

Michelle Curry:

Here thing why that The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Slow
Breath of Stone: A Romanesgue Love Story. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love
Story in e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Palmer:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Slow Breath of
Stone: A Romanesgue Love Story which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Faye Springer:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story when you needed it?
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