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When critics decry the current state of our public discourse, one reliably easy target is television news. It’s
too dumbed-down, they say; it’s no longer news but entertainment, celebrity-obsessed and vapid.

 

The critics may be right. But, as Charles L. Ponce de Leon explains in That’s the Way It Is, TV news has
always walked a fine line between hard news and fluff. The  familiar story of decline fails to acknowledge
real changes in the media and Americans’ news-consuming habits, while also harking back to a golden age
that, on closer examination, is revealed to be not so  golden after all. Ponce de Leon traces the entire history
of televised news, from the household names of the late 1940s and early ’50s, like Eric Sevareid, Edward R.
Murrow, and Walter Cronkite, through the rise of cable, the political power of Fox News, and the satirical
punch of Colbert and Stewart. He shows us an industry forever in transition, where newsmagazines and
celebrity profiles vie with political news and serious investigations. The need for ratings success—and the
lighter, human interest stories that can help bring it—Ponce de Leon makes clear, has always sat uneasily
alongside a real desire to report hard news.

 

Highlighting the contradictions and paradoxes at the heart of TV news, and telling a story rich in familiar
figures and fascinating anecdotes, That’s the Way It Is will be the definitive account of how television has
showed us our history as it happens.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

Why? Because this That's the Way It Is: A History of Television News in America is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jennifer Bell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this That's the Way It Is: A History of
Television News in America reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question That's the Way It Is: A
History of Television News in America as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Elizabeth Black:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is That's the Way It Is: A History of Television News in America this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Issac Molina:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book That's the Way It Is: A History of Television News in America we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best



book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book That's the Way It Is: A
History of Television News in America. You can more attractive than now.
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