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Throughout its history as a social science, demography has been associated with an exclusively quantitative
orientation for studying social problems. As aresult, demographers tend to analyse population issues
scientifically through sets of fixed socia categoriesthat are divorced from dynamic relationships and local
contexts and processes. This volume questions these fixed categories in two ways. First, it examines the
historical and political circumstancesin

which such categories had their provenance, and, second, it reassesses their uncritical applications over space
and time in adiverse range of empirical case studies, encouraging throughout a constructive interdisciplinary
dialogue involving anthropol ogists, demographers, historians, and sociologists.

This volume seeks to examine the political complexitiesthat lie at the heart of population studies by focusing
on category formation, category use, and category critique. It shows that this takes the form of adialectic
between the needs for clarity of scientific and administrative analysis and the recalcitrant diversity of the
social contexts and human processes that generate population change. The critical reflections of each chapter
are enriched by meticulous ethnographic fieldwork and

historical research drawn from every continent. This volume, therefore, exemplifies a new methodology for
research in population studies, one that does not simply accept and re-use the established categories of
population science but seeks critically and reflexively to explore, test, and re-evaluate

their meanings in diverse contexts. It shows that for demography to realise its full potential it must urgently
re-examine and contextualize the social categories used today in population research.
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From reader reviews:
Donald L ester:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical
Studiesin Critical Demography (International Studiesin Demography). Y ou can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant any book Categories and Contexts:
Anthropological and Historical Studiesin Critical Demography (International Studiesin Demography). Y ou
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Harriette Corwin:

The particular book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studiesin Critical
Demography (International Studiesin Demography) will bring you to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studiesin
Critical Demography (International Studiesin Demography) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Daryl Stedle:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of thistime you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studiesin Critical Demography
(International Studiesin Demaography) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.

Irene Wang:

The book untitled Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studiesin Critical Demography
(International Studies in Demography) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.
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