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The greatest obstacle to sound economic policy is not entrenched special interests or rampant lobbying, but
the popular misconceptions, irrational beliefs, and personal biases held by ordinary voters. This is economist
Bryan Caplan's sobering assessment in this provocative and eye-opening book. Caplan argues that voters
continually elect politicians who either share their biases or else pretend to, resulting in bad policies winning
again and again by popular demand.

Boldly calling into question our most basic assumptions about American politics, Caplan contends that
democracy fails precisely because it does what voters want. Through an analysis of Americans' voting
behavior and opinions on a range of economic issues, he makes the convincing case that noneconomists
suffer from four prevailing biases: they underestimate the wisdom of the market mechanism, distrust
foreigners, undervalue the benefits of conserving labor, and pessimistically believe the economy is going
from bad to worse. Caplan lays out several bold ways to make democratic government work better--for
example, urging economic educators to focus on correcting popular misconceptions and recommending that
democracies do less and let markets take up the slack.

The Myth of the Rational Voter takes an unflinching look at how people who vote under the influence of
false beliefs ultimately end up with government that delivers lousy results. With the upcoming presidential
election season drawing nearer, this thought-provoking book is sure to spark a long-overdue reappraisal of
our elective system.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies
Choose Bad Policies was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies
Choose Bad Policies is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies. You never truly feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Pearl Sanders:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Daniel Engle:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them
is this The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies.

Jose Coleman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.



Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is definitely The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose
Bad Policies.
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