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This social history of Iranian carpets traces their production, use, and exchange from the fifteenth century
until World War II, highlighting in particular the carpet boom from 1873 to 1914. Over these five centuries,
the Iranian hand-knotted, piled carpet shifted from an object made primarily for the Islamic Middle East to a
commodity that by the twentieth century constituted Iran's largest nonpetroleum export to the West. The
hand-knotted carpet, according to Helfgott, reveals an intricate record of Iranian society - its economic
development, gender relations, and art history. Beginning with the rugs' early uses among settled peoples,
nomadic pastoralists, and the Iranian court elites, Helfgott traces the changes in carpet manufacture and
Iranian society that ensued when the West began importing carpets as luxury items in the nineteenth century.
He follows the expansion of Mediter-ranean trade in carpets into a global market, linking it to the local
patterns of production in nomadic, village, and urban settings. He also describes the debilitating conditions in
which women and children knotted the carpets and discusses the European fascination with Iranian culture
and, in a case study, the creation of the Iranian art collection at London's Victoria and Albert Museum. Ties
That Bind draws on travelers' reports, British Foreign Office records, missionary diaries and records, and
carpets and acquisition records in major museum collections.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Ties
that Bind your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Ties that Bind
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Francis Corder:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Ties that Bind which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Gary Lund:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Ties that Bind or perhaps others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Ties that
Bind to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jack Bell:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Ties that Bind to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication Ties that Bind can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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