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Near the end of his life, Roger Williams, Rhode Island founder and father of American religious freedom,
scrawled an encrypted essay in the margins of a colonial-era book. For more than 300 years those shorthand
notes remained indecipherable . . .

. . . until now.

A team of Brown University undergraduates led by Lucas Mason-Brown cracked Williams' code after the
marginalia languished for over a century in the archives of the John Carter Brown Library. At the time of
Williams' writing, a trans-Atlantic debate on infant versus believer's baptism had taken shape that included
London Baptist minister John Norcott and the famous Puritan "Apostle to the Indians," John Eliot.
Amazingly, Williams' code contained a previously undiscovered essay, which was a point-by-point
refutation of Eliot's book supporting infant baptism.

History professors Linford D. Fisher and J. Stanley Lemons immediately recognized the importance of what
turned out to be theologian Roger Williams' final treatise. Decoding Roger Williams reveals for the first time
Williams' translated and annotated essay, along with a critical essay by Fisher, Lemons, and Mason-Brown
and reprints of the original Norcott and Eliot tracts.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Decoding Roger Williams: The Lost Essay of
Rhode Island's Founding Father. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book Decoding Roger Williams: The Lost Essay of Rhode
Island's Founding Father. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Ida Hamilton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Decoding Roger Williams: The Lost Essay of
Rhode Island's Founding Father, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

David Brouwer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Decoding Roger Williams: The Lost Essay of Rhode Island's Founding Father provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Thomas Hill:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Decoding Roger Williams: The Lost Essay of Rhode Island's Founding Father



can make you feel more interested to read.
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