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Elections and Democracy addresses the contrast between two different views on representative democracy.
According to the first view elections are a mechanism to hold government accountable. In the second view
elections are primarily a means to ensure that citizens' views and interests are properly represented in the
democratic process. The magjoritarian and consensus models of democracy are the embodiment in
ingtitutional structures of these two different

views of democracy. In the mgjoritarian view the single most important function of an election isthe
selection of a government. The concentration of power in the hands of an elected majority government
makes it accountable to the people. In consensus models of democracy, or proportional systems, the major
function of electionsisto elect the members of parliament who together should be as representative as
possible of the electorate as awhole. The criterion for the democratic quality of the system is how
representative parliament really is. The book explores how far these different views and their embodiment in
ingtitutional structures influence vote choice, political participation and satisfaction with the functioning of
democracy. The volume is based on data from the Comparative Study of

Electoral Systems (CSES), a comparative study across 36 countries. The genera conclusion of the book is
that formal political institutions are less relevant for people's attitudes and behavior than often presumed.
Rather than formal political institutions like the electoral system it seemsto be

characteristics of the party system like polarization and the clarity of responsibility that really matter.

The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) is a collaborative program of research among election
study teams from around the world. Participating countries include a common module of survey questionsin
their post-election studies. The resulting data are deposited along with voting, demographic, district, and
macro variables. The studies are then merged into asingle, free, public dataset for use in comparative study
and cross-level analysis. The set of volumesin this seriesis based

on these CSES modules, and the volumes address the key theoretical issues and empirical debatesin the
study of elections and representative democracy. Some of the volumes will be organized around the
theoretical issues raised by a particular module, while others will be thematic in their focus. Taken

together, these volumes will provide arigorous and ongoing contribution to understanding the expansion and
consolidation of democracy in the twenty-first century. Series editors. Hans-Dieter Klingemann and Ian
McAllister
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From reader reviews:
Richard Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability
(Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems). Try to the actual book Elections and Democracy: Representation
and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) as your close friend. It meansthat it can to
become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it
isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So, let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Pedro Turk:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Elections and Democracy: Representation and
Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book Elections and Democracy: Representation and
Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing itis
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or even searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Delores Villarreal:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read any book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability
(Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) it is quite good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price
isnot to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Kirk Mathews:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well asto make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading'sinternal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students fedl that examining is not important, boring and



can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability
(Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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