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Dodo Classics brings you another classic from Henry James, ‘Italian Hours’.
 
Italian Hours is a book of travel writing by Henry James published in 1909. The book collected essays that
James had written over nearly forty years about a country he knew and loved well. James extensively revised
and sometimes expanded the essays to create a more consistent whole. He also added two new essays and an
introduction.
 
Italian Hours ends with the phrase, “the luxury of loving Italy,” and everything in the book indicates that
James enjoyed this luxury to the fullest. But he was by no means a blind lover. His opening essay on Venice,
for instance, doesn’t gloss over the sad conditions of life for the city’s people: “Their habitations are
decayed; their taxes heavy; their pockets light; their opportunities few.”
Still, James goes on to sketch enough of the beauty of Venice to make it seem a fair compensation.
Throughout the book he constantly comes back to the beauty and amenity of Italian life, despite the all too
frequent material shortcomings. Venice and Rome get the most extended treatment, but James doesn’t
neglect the rest of the country. His Roman essays, though, show the strongest touch of his own experiences,
especially his long rides on horseback through the Campagna and his many walks through various
neighborhoods in the city.
 
Henry James, OM (15 April 1843 – 28 February 1916) was an American writer who spent most of his
writing career in Britain. He is regarded as one of the key figures of 19th-century literary realism. He was the
son of Henry James, Sr. and the brother of philosopher and psychologist William James and diarist Alice
James.
 
He is best known for a number of novels showing Americans encountering Europe and Europeans. His
method of writing from a character’s point of view allowed him to explore issues related to consciousness
and perception, and his style in later works has been compared to impressionist painting. His imaginative use
of point of view, interior monologue and unreliable narrators brought a new depth to narrative fiction.
 
James contributed significantly to literary criticism, particularly in his insistence that writers be allowed the
greatest possible freedom in presenting their view of the world. James claimed that a text must first and
foremost be realistic and contain a representation of life that is recognizable to its readers. Good novels, to
James, show life in action and are, most importantly, interesting.
In addition to his voluminous works of fiction he published articles and books of travel, biography,
autobiography, and criticism, and wrote plays. James alternated between America and Europe for the first
twenty years of his life; eventually he settled in England, becoming a British subject in 1915, one year before
his death. James was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1911, 1912, and 1916.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

This book untitled Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Noah Giles:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a publication. The book Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Sandra Wright:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) can be the
reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sophie Clark:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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