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In the last decades of the twentieth century, thousands of Mayas were expelled, often violently, from their
homes in San Juan Chamula and other highland communities in Chiapas, Mexico, by fellow Mayas allied
with the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). State and federal authorities generally turned a blind
eye to these human rights abuses, downplaying them as local conflicts over religious conversion and defense
of cultural traditions. The expelled have organized themselves to fight not only for religious rights, but also
for political and economic justice based on a broad understanding of human rights.

This pioneering ethnography tells the intertwined stories of the new communities formed by the Mayan
exiles and their ongoing efforts to define and defend their human rights. Focusing on a community of Mayan
Catholics, the book describes the process by which the progressive Diocese of San Cristóbal and Bishop
Samuel Ruiz García became powerful allies for indigenous people in the promotion and defense of human
rights. Drawing on the words and insights of displaced Mayas she interviewed throughout the 1990s,
Christine Kovic reveals how the exiles have created new communities and lifeways based on a shared sense
of faith (even between Catholics and Protestants) and their own concept of human rights and dignity. She
also uncovers the underlying political and economic factors that drove the expulsions and shows how the
Mayas who were expelled for not being "traditional" enough are in fact basing their new communities on
traditional values of duty and reciprocity.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Alaniz:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas
(Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series).

Betty Williams:

The book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins
Temple Women & Culture Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced
Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) to get your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a book Mayan Voices for Human
Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Ruth Haddock:

The book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins
Temple Women & Culture Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics
in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in
Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Darlene Lewis:

Here thing why this specific Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas
(Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all



reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple
Women & Culture Series) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in
Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Mayan Voices for Human Rights:
Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) in e-book can
be your choice.
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