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What was the intended purpose and function of the Bill of Rights? Is the modern understanding of the Bill of
Rights the same as that which prevailed when the document was ratified? In Limited Government and the
Bill of Rights, Patrick Garry addresses these questions. Under the popular modern view, the Bill of Rights
focuses primarily on protecting individual autonomy interests, making it all about the individual. But in
Garry’s novel approach, one that tries to address the criticisms of judicial activism that have resulted from
the Supreme Court’s contemporary individual rights jurisprudence, the Bill of Rights is all about
government—about limiting the power of government. In this respect, the Bill of Rights is consistent with
the overall scheme of the original Constitution, insofar as it sought to define and limit the power of the newly
created federal government.

            Garry recognizes the desire of the constitutional framers to protect individual liberties and natural
rights, indeed, a recognition of such rights had formed the basis of the American campaign for independence
from Britain. However, because the constitutional framers did not have a clear idea of how to define natural
rights, much less incorporate them into a written constitution for enforcement, they framed the Bill of Rights
as limited government provisions rather than as individual autonomy provisions. To the framers, limited
government was the constitutional path to the maintenance of liberty. Moreover, crafting the Bill of Rights as
limited government provisions would not give the judiciary the kind of wide-ranging power needed to define
and enforce individual autonomy.

            With respect to the application of this limited government model, Garry focuses specifically on the
First Amendment and examines how the courts in many respects have already used a limited government
model in their First Amendment decision-making. As he discusses, this approach to the First Amendment
may allow for a more objective and restrained judicial role than is often applied under contemporary First
Amendment jurisprudence.

            Limited Government and the Bill of Rights will appeal to anyone interested in the historical
background of the Bill of Rights and how its provisions should be applied to contemporary cases,
particularly First Amendment cases. It presents an innovativetheory about the constitutional connection
between the principle of limited government and the provisions in the Bill of Rights.
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From reader reviews:

James Peters:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular
Limited Government and the Bill of Rights to read.

Jorge Eaton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Limited Government and
the Bill of Rights is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Ella Carlson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Limited Government and the Bill of Rights
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Connie Curtis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Limited Government and the Bill of Rights why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.
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