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A groundbreaking new history, telling the stories of hundreds of African-American activistsand
officeholderswho risked their livesfor equality-in the face of murderous violence-in the years after the
Civil War.

By 1870, just five years after Confederate surrender and thirteen years after the Dred Scott decision ruled
blacks ineligible for citizenship, Congressional action had ended slavery and given the vote to black men.
That same year, Hiram Revels and Joseph Hayne Rainey became the first African-American U.S. senator
and congressman respectively. In South Carolina, only twenty years after the death of arch-secessionist John
C. Cahoun, ablack man, Jasper J. Wright, took a seat on the state's Supreme Court. Not even the most
optimistic abolitionists thought such milestones would occur in their lifetimes. The brief years of
Reconstruction marked the United States most progressive moment prior to the civil rights movement.

Previous histories of Reconstruction have focused on Washington politics. But in this sweeping, prodigiously
researched narrative, Douglas Egerton brings a much bigger, even more dramatic story into view, exploring
state and local politics and tracing the struggles of some fifteen hundred African-American officeholders, in
both the North and South, who fought entrenched white resistance. Tragically, their movement was met by
ruthless violence-not just riotous mobs, but also targeted assassination. With stark evidence, Egerton shows
that Reconstruction, often cast asa "failure?? or a doomed experiment, was rolled back by murderous force.
The Wars of Reconstruction is amajor and provocative contribution to American history.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Gaines:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Wars of
Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most Progressive Eraiskind of guidewhichis
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Justin Price:

This book untitled The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most Progressive
Erato be one of several books that best seller in thisyear, thisis because when you read this book you can
get alot of benefitinit. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Gustavo Cyr:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Wars of Reconstruction:
The Brief, Violent History of America's Most Progressive Erathat give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most Progressive Era become your current
Starter.

Brian Crafton:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most
Progressive Era can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.
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