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Throughout the seventeenth century, early modern play readers and playgoers copied dramatic extracts
(selections from plays and masques) into their commonplace books, verse miscellanies, diaries, and
songbooks. Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts: Watching, Reading, Changing
Plays is the first to examine these often overlooked texts, which reveal what early modern audiences and
readers took, literally and figuratively, from plays. As this under-examined archival evidence shows, play
readers and playgoers viewed plays as malleable and modular texts to be altered, appropriated, and, most
importantly, used. These records provide information that is not available in other forms about the popularity
and importance of early modern plays, the reasons plays appealed to their audiences, and the ideas in plays
that most interested audiences.

Tracing the course of dramatic extracting from the earliest stages in the 1590s, through the prolific
manuscript circulation at the universities, to the closure and reopening of the theatres, Estill gathers these
microhistories to create a comprehensive overview of seventeenth-century dramatic extracts and the culture
of extracting from plays. Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts: Watching,
Reading, Changing Plays explores new archival evidence (from John Milton’s signature to unpublished
university plays) while also analyzing the popularity of perennial favorites such as Shakespeare’s The
Tempest. The study of dramatic extracts is the study of particulars: particular readers, particular manuscripts,
particular plays or masques, particular historic moments. As D. F. McKenzie puts it, “different readers
[bring] the text to life in different ways.” By providing careful analyses of these rich source texts, this book
shows how active play-viewing and play-reading (that is, extracting) ultimately led to changing the plays
themselves, both through selecting and manipulating the extracts and positioning the plays in new contexts.
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From reader reviews:

William Deck:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Dramatic Extracts in
Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts: Watching, Reading, Changing Plays? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Steen:

The book Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts: Watching, Reading, Changing
Plays make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts:
Watching, Reading, Changing Plays to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open and read a book Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts: Watching,
Reading, Changing Plays. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kendrick Hardee:

The book untitled Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-Century English Manuscripts: Watching, Reading,
Changing Plays contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Russell Fielder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Dramatic Extracts in Seventeenth-
Century English Manuscripts: Watching, Reading, Changing Plays.
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