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In the beginning, says the ancient Hindu text the Rg Veda, was man. And from man’s sacrifice and
dismemberment came the entire world, including the hierarchical ordering of human society. The Head
Beneath the Altar is the first book to present a wide-ranging study of Hindu texts read through the lens of
René Girard’s mimetic theory of the sacrificial origin of religion and culture. For those interested in Girard
and comparative religion, the book also performs a careful reading of Girard’s work, drawing connections
between his thought and the work of theorists like Georges Dumézil and Giorgio Agamben. Brian Collins
examines the idea of sacrifice from the earliest recorded rituals through the flowering of classical mythology
and the ancient Indian institutions of the duel, the oath, and the secret warrior society. He also uncovers
implicit and explicit critiques in the tradition, confirming Girard’s intuition that Hinduism offers an
alternative anti-sacrificial worldview to the one contained in the gospels.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu Mythology and the Critique of
Sacrifice (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). Try to make book The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu
Mythology and the Critique of Sacrifice (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) as your pal. It means that
it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mark McKinney:

The book The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu Mythology and the Critique of Sacrifice (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, & Culture) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu Mythology and the
Critique of Sacrifice (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu
Mythology and the Critique of Sacrifice (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Rhonda Kirby:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu Mythology
and the Critique of Sacrifice (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Jonathan Thurman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.



The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu Mythology and the Critique of
Sacrifice (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.
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