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Africa’s Social Cleavages and Democratization offers a comparative approach to African countries by
providing an in-depth analysis of the impact of ethnicity and religion on both multiparty and post-multiparty
eras. By applying different theoretical frameworks, Douglas Kimemia explores and analyzes how social
cleavages have affected the growth of democracy in Africa.

It is crucial to assess the relationship between democratic development and the impact of social cleavages,
because multiparty politics have increased political competition, participation, transparency, and civic
engagement in Africa. However, social divisions have significantly slowed the maturing of democracy, as
these social cleavages have become polarizing factors, which are used by political elites for their own self-
interest. As a result, politics of identity caused by competition of natural resources have led to increased
conflicts and political instability in Africa. The social cleavages have also led to polarized party systems and
caused adverse effects on democracy due to the highly polarized societies and political competition.

Despite the many positive impacts, multiparty politics have increased the consciousness of ethnic and
religious identities, leading to unhealthy political competition as evidenced by highly fragmented societies
prone to conflicts and violence. Kimemia comprehensively examines different governing, electoral, and
party systems in order to determine the different incentives and how social divisions shape them. This
analysis helps to distinguish more permanent political structures from the merely epiphenomenal within the
African political scene.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Wheeler:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Africa's
Social Cleavages and Democratization: Colonial, Postcolonial, and Multiparty Era suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Africa's Social Cleavages and
Democratization: Colonial, Postcolonial, and Multiparty Erais the main one of several books that everyone
read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Vera Harris:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their
book. One of them is this Africa's Social Cleavages and Democratization: Colonial, Postcolonial, and
Multiparty Era.

Rigoberto Stansell:

The guide with title Africa's Social Cleavages and Democratization: Colonial, Postcolonial, and Multiparty
Era has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Christina Bishop:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Africa's Social Cleavages and Democratization: Colonial, Postcolonial, and Multiparty Era which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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