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This is a book about the making and unmaking of sex over the centuries. It tells the astonishing story of sex
in the West from the ancients to the moderns in a precise account of developments in reproductive anatomy
and physiology. We cannot fail to recognize the players in Thomas Laqueur's story--the human sexual organs
and pleasures, food, blood, semen, egg, sperm--but we will be amazed at the plots into which they have been
woven by scientists, political activists, literary figures, and theorists of every stripe.

Laqueur begins with the question of why, in the late eighteenth century, woman's orgasm came to be
regarded as irrelevant to conception, and he then proceeds to retrace the dramatic changes in Western views
of sexual characteristics over two millennia. Along the way, two "masterplots" emerge. In the one-sex story,
woman is an imperfect version of man, and her anatomy and physiology are construed accordingly: the
vagina is seen as an interior penis, the womb as a scrotum, the ovaries as testicles. The body is thus a
representation, not the foundation, of social gender. The second plot tends to dominate post-Enlightenment
thinking while the one-sex model is firmly rooted in classical learning. The two-sex story says that the body
determines gender differences, that woman is the opposite of man with incommensurably different organs,
functions, and feelings. The two plots overlap; neither ever holds a monopoly. Science may establish many
new facts, but even so, Laqueur argues, science was only providing a new way of speaking, a rhetoric and
not a key to female liberation or to social progress. Making Sex ends with Freud, who denied the
neurological evidence to insist that, as a girl becomes a woman, the locus of her sexual pleasure shifts from
the clitoris to the vagina; she becomes what culture demands despite, not because of, the body. Turning
Freud's famous dictum around, Laqueur posits that destiny is anatomy. Sex, in other words, is an artifice.

This is a powerful story, written with verve and a keen sense of telling detail (be it technically rigorous or
scabrously fanciful). Making Sex will stimulate thought, whether argument or surprised agreement, in a wide
range of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Maselli:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Making Sex: Body and Gender
from the Greeks to Freud book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Marjorie Ishee:

The actual book Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Making Sex: Body and Gender
from the Greeks to Freud is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Wiley Wagner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Making Sex: Body and Gender from
the Greeks to Freud reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Making Sex: Body and Gender from
the Greeks to Freud as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Pamela Eckert:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud. You can more inviting than now.
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