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Who formed the first modern nation?
Who created the first literate society?
Who invented our modern ideas of democracy and free market capitalism?
The Scots.

Mention of Scotland and the Scots usually conjures up images of kilts, bagpipes, Scotch whisky, and golf.
But as historian and author Arthur Herman demonstrates, in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Scotland
earned the respect of the rest of the world for its crucial contributions to science, philosophy, literature,
education, medicine, commerce, and politics—contributions that have formed and nurtured the modern West
ever since.

Arthur Herman has charted a fascinating journey across the centuries of Scottish history. He lucidly
summarizes the ideas, discoveries, and achievements that made this small country facing on the North
Atlantic an inspiration and driving force in world history. Here is the untold story of how John Knox and the
Church of Scotland laid the foundation for our modern idea of democracy; how the Scottish Enlightenment
helped to inspire both the American Revolution and the U.S. Constitution; and how thousands of Scottish
immigrants left their homes to create the American frontier, the Australian outback, and the British Empire
in India and Hong Kong.

How the Scots Invented the Modern World reveals how Scottish genius for creating the basic ideas and
institutions of modern life stamped the lives of a series of remarkable historical figures, from James Watt and
Adam Smith to Andrew Carnegie and Arthur Conan Doyle, and how Scottish heroes continue to inspire our
contemporary culture, from William “Braveheart” Wallace to James Bond.

Victorian historian John Anthony Froude once proclaimed, “No people so few in number have scored so
deep a mark in the world’s history as the Scots have done.” And no one who has taken this incredible
historical trek, from the Highland glens and the factories and slums of Glasgow to the California Gold Rush
and the search for the source of the Nile, will ever view Scotland and the Scots—or the modern West—in the
same way again. For this is a story not just about Scotland: it is an exciting account of the origins of the
modern world and its consequences.

“The point of this book is that being Scottish turns out to be more than just a matter of nationality or place of
origin or clan or even culture. It is also a state of mind, a way of viewing the world and our place in it. . . .
This is the story of how the Scots created the basic idea of modernity. It will show how that idea transformed
their own culture and society in the eighteenth century, and how they carried it with them wherever they
went. Obviously, the Scots did not do everything by themselves: other nations—Germans, French, English,
Italians, Russians, and many others—have their place in the making of the modern world. But it is the Scots
more than anyone else who have created the lens through which we see the final product. When we gaze out
on a contemporary world shaped by technology, capitalism, and modern democracy, and struggle to find our



place as individuals in it, we are in effect viewing the world as the Scots did. . . . The story of Scotland in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is one of hard-earned triumph and heart-rending tragedy, spilled blood
and ruined lives, as well as of great achievement.”
—FROM THE PREFACE

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

This How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation
Created Our World and Everything in It book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. This particular How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe's
Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything in It without we comprehend teach the one who reading
through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry How the Scots Invented the
Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything
in It can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True
Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything in It having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Louise Villanueva:

The actual book How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe's
Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything in It has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Nathan Hutchison:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation
Created Our World and Everything in It.

David Johnston:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The
True Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything in It was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book How the Scots Invented the Modern
World: The True Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything in It
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan



you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.
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