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Women without Men illuminates Russia's "quiet revolution” in family life through the lens of single
motherhood. Drawing on extensive ethnographic and interview data, Jennifer Utrata focuses on the puzzle of
how single motherhood—frequently seen as a social problem in other contexts—became taken for granted in
the New Russia. While most Russians, including single mothers, believe that two-parent families are
preferable, many also contend that single motherhood is an inevitable by-product of two intractable
problems: “weak men” (reflected, they argue, in the country’ s widespread, chronic male alcoholism) and a
“weak state” (considered so because of Russia s unegqual economy and poor social services). Among the
daily strugglesto get by and get ahead, single motherhood, Utrata finds, is seldom considered a tragedy.

Utrata begins by tracing the history of the cultural category of “single mother,” from the state policies that
created this category after World War 11, through the demographic trends that contributed to rising rates of
single motherhood, to the contemporary tension between the cultural ideal of the two-parent family and the
de facto predominance of the matrifocal family. Providing avivid narrative of the experiences not only of
single mothers themselves but also of the grandmothers, other family members, and nonresident fathers who
play rolesin their lives, Women without Men maps the Russian family against the country’s profound
postwar social disruptions and dislocations.
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From reader reviews:
M atthew Wallace:

This Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New Russia book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New
Russia without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New Russia can
bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family Changein the
New Russia having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Deborah Fishman:

Typically the book Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New Russiawill bring
that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Women without
Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New Russiais much recommended to you to study. Y ou can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Pedro Lewis;

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Women without Men: Single Mothers and
Family Changein the New Russia publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Women
without Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New Russia as good book but not only by the cover
but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't determine book by itsinclude, so do you till
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready
aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jason Caldwell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family
Change in the New Russia was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book
Women without Men: Single Mothers and Family Change in the New Russia has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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