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Body of Writing focuses on the traces that an author’s “body” leaves on a work of fiction. Drawing on the
work of six important Spanish American writers of the twentieth century, René Prieto examines narratives
that reflect—in differing yet ultimately complementary ways—the imprint of the author’s body, thereby
disclosing insights about power, aggression, transgression, and eroticism.

Healthy, invalid, lustful, and confined bodies—as portrayed by Julio Cortázar, Guillermo Cabrera Infante,
Gabriel García Márquez, Severo Sarduy, Rosario Castellanos, and Tununa Mercado—become evidence for
Roland Barthes’s contention that works of fiction are “anagrams of the body.” Claiming that an author’s
intentions can be uncovered by analyzing “the topography of a text,” Prieto pays particular attention not to
the actions or plots of these writers’ fiction but rather to their settings and characterizations. In the belief that
bodily traces left on the page reveal the motivating force behind a writer’s creative act, he explores such
fictional themes as camouflage, deterioration, defilement, entrapment, and subordination. Along the way,
Prieto reaches unexpected conclusions regarding topics that include the relationship of the female body to
power, male and female transgressive impulses, and the connection between aggression, the idealization of
women, and anal eroticism in men.

This study of how authors’ longings and fears become embodied in literature will interest students and
scholars of literary and psychoanalytic criticism, gender studies, and twentieth-century and Latin American
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Here thing why this kind of Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish American Literature are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish American
Literature giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no guide that similar with Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish American Literature. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish American Literature in e-book can be your choice.

Helen Albertson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish
American Literature as the daily resource information.

Jose Brown:

Exactly why? Because this Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish American Literature is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Amanda Young:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know



that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Body of Writing: Figuring Desire in Spanish American Literature can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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