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Film is considered by some to be the most dominant art form of the twentieth century. It is many things, but
it has become above all a means of telling stories through images and sounds. The stories are often offered to
us as quite false, frankly and beautifully fantastic, and they are sometimes insistently said to be true. But they
are stories in both cases, and there are very few films, even in avant-garde art, that don't imply or quietly slip
into narrative.
This story element is important, and is closely connected with the simplest fact about moving pictures: they
do move.

Even the older meanings of the word 'film' - a membrane, a covering, a veil, an emanation - now seem to
have something to do with moving pictures. Many people believe films are an instrument of illusion, an
emphatic way of seeing what is not there; and this capacity has been both celebrated and condemned. 'Like a
movie' mostly means like some sort of fairy-tale. But what about the reverse proposition: that more than any
other invention film brings us close to the world as it actually is?
'Photography is truth', a character says in a film by Jean-Luc Godard. 'And cinema is the truth twenty-four
times per second'. The same claim is made every day, albeit less epigrammatically, by newsreels and
surveillance cameras.

In this Very Short Introduction Michael Wood provides a brief history and examination of the nature of the
medium of film, considering its role and impact on society as well as its future in the digital age.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

This book untitled Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Jared Williams:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

James Crist:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you sense more interested to read.

Marline Deluca:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you desired it?
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