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In Segregating Sound, Karl Hagstrom Miller argues that the categories that we have inherited to think and
talk about southern music bear little relation to the ways that southerners long played and heard music.
Focusing on the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth, Miller chronicles how southern music—a
fluid complex of sounds and styles in practice—was reduced to a series of distinct genres linked to particular
racial and ethnic identities. The blues were African American. Rural white southerners played country music.
By the 1920s, these depictions were touted in folk song collections and the catalogs of “race” and “hillbilly”
records produced by the phonograph industry. Such links among race, region, and music were new. Black
and white artists alike had played not only blues, ballads, ragtime, and string band music, but also nationally
popular sentimental ballads, minstrel songs, Tin Pan Alley tunes, and Broadway hits.

In a cultural history filled with musicians, listeners, scholars, and business people, Miller describes how
folklore studies and the music industry helped to create a “musical color line,” a cultural parallel to the
physical color line that came to define the Jim Crow South. Segregated sound emerged slowly through the
interactions of southern and northern musicians, record companies that sought to penetrate new markets
across the South and the globe, and academic folklorists who attempted to tap southern music for evidence
about the history of human civilization. Contending that people’s musical worlds were defined less by who
they were than by the music that they heard, Miller challenges assumptions about the relation of race, music,
and the market.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim
Crow (Refiguring American Music) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and
Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring American Music) content conveys objective easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you still thinking Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim
Crow (Refiguring American Music) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Brittany Belliveau:

The experience that you get from Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow
(Refiguring American Music) is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Segregating
Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring American Music) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk
and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring American Music) instantly.

Kim Adams:

Often the book Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring
American Music) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The
book Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring American
Music) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Irene Hoyt:

The book untitled Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring
American Music) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or



model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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